
Lesson Seven: Neolithic Revolution 
6.3 Explain the importance of the discovery of metallurgy and agriculture. 

6.4 Evaluate the climatic changes and human modifications of the physical environment that 
gave rise to the domestication of plants and animals and new sources of clothing and shelter. 
6.5 Summarize the impact of agriculture related to settlement, population growth, and the 

emergence of civilization 
Engage 

What do you think led to the development of civilization? 
 
 
 

Explore and Explain 
Read, “Why, Where, and When” 

Paragraph One 
1. Define revolution 
 
 
2. What was the Neolithic Revolution? 
 
 
3. Describe how the Neolithic Revolution occurred. 
 
 
Paragraph Two 
4. Describe the following elements at the end of the last Ice Age. 
Climate: 
 
People: 
 
Paragraph Three 
5. What was the area between the Tigris and Euphrates that had lush vegetation and 
abundant animal species? 
 
6. Fill in the blank: The shift to                        was a gradual transition, not a sudden 
event. 
Paragraph Four 
7. Fill in the following information about the oldest permanent settlements. 
Where: 
 
When: 
 
8. Where have other ancient civilizations been found? 
 
 



Paragraph Five 
9. Why is it hard to identify a single point in time when the Neolithic Revolution began? 
 
 
10. Why do you think the spread of agriculture equates to the spread of civilization? 
 
 

Watch “Farming in the Fertile Crescent” 
What is the Fertile Crescent and why is it important? 
 
 
 

Read, “The First Crops” 
Paragraph One 
1. What did learning how to plant and grow crops enable people to do? 
 
 
Paragraph Two 
2. What do historians believe happened that led to the beginning of farming? 
 
 
3. Who do they think were the first farmers? 
 
Paragraph Three 
4. What enabled people to be successful at farming? 
 
 
Paragraph Four  
5. Arrange the following sequence of events in order. 
 Domestication of Plants 
 Stable Food Supply 
 Plant Domesticated Seeds the following year 
 Stored crops in pits and buildings 
Paragraph Five 
6. What were two of the first domesticated crops? 
 
Paragraph Six and Seven 
7. List the crops that were grown in the following areas 
Southwest Asia - 
Modern Day China - 
Americas - 

Watch “Early North American Agriculture” 
Why was agriculture so important? How did it impact human life? 
 



 
 

Read, “The First Farm Animals” 
Paragraph One 
1. What was the first animal to be domesticated? When did this happen? 
 
 
Paragraph Two 
2. How did domesticating animals differ from hunting them? 
 
 
Paragraph Three 
3. List all the animals mentioned that were among the first to be domesticated. 
 
4. How did early farmers use domesticated animals? 
 
 
Paragraph Four 
5. What is nomadic pastoralism? 
 
 
Paragraph Five and Six 
6. List the advantages and disadvantages for domesticating animals 
Advantages Disadvantages 

View, “Inventions and Innovations of Ancient Mesopotamia” 
List some of the inventions and innovations that came from Ancient Mesopotamia 

 
 
 
 

Read, “Sophisticated Stone Tools” 
Paragraph One 
1. Where did tool making advance quickly? 
 
 
Paragraph Two 
2. Use information from the text to tell what the following tools were used for. 
Sickles made of flint  



Plows made of stone and wood  
Stone pounders and pestles  
Flint knives and scrapers  
Paragraph Three 
3. Why do you think permanent settlements and ample food supplies enable the beginning of 
arts and crafts? 
 
 
Paragraph Four 
4. Why was pottery important? 
 
 
Paragraph Five 
5. How was fire used in the Neolithic era? 
 
 

Look at the image, “Neolithic Tools” 
Draw two of the tools and tell what you think they were used for. 

Picture Description 

Picture Description 

Read, “Birth of Cities” 
Paragraph One, Two, and Three 
1. Arrange the following events in sequential order. 
 Early settlements grew, becoming villages and 

then towns. The larger towns were the 
religious and political centers of the area. 

 Not everyone had to farm, so they did other 
jobs. This is known as the specialization of 
labor. 

 Hierarchies of political and religious 
leadership developed, with members of 
society having rank and power according to 
their social status. 

 The Domestication of plants and animals 
means that more grain could be grown with 



less human work. 
 As more people began to live and work 

communally, a class structure emerged. 
Paragraph Four 
Fill in the following information about Jericho 
Location  
Population  
Architecture  
Paragraph Five and Six 
3. What is the name of the city in central Turkey that dates as far back as 7500 BCE? 
 

Watch, “Catalhoyuk 3D Animation” 
List some of the features of this ancient city as you watch the video 

 
 
 
 

Read, “Farming Spreads Worldwide” 
Paragraph One and Two 
1. Fill in the blank: As farmers traveled, they brought with them their                 and  
                        . 
Paragraph Three 
2. Why did people tend to migrate to areas with similar climates? 
 
 
Paragraph Four  
3. How did agricultural societies have an advantage over hunter-gatherer societies? 
 
 
Paragraph Five 
4. How did agriculture improve the lives of people? 
 
 

Watch, “Farming: A New Innovation” 
Did agriculture lead to the development of civilization? Why or Why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 


